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Namaste — [ honor the place in you inwhich the entive universe hvells,
! honor the place in you which is of love, of truth, of light, and of peace.
When you are in that place in you, and | am in that place in me,

We are one!



Lois Joan Cooper

1933 to 1951

She was born September 5, 1933 in Ponca City, Oklahoma. She was the third
daughter of Joe and Mellie Cooper. She had two older sisters, Marilyn. and
Lavenne, and a younger brother. Ronnie, who was 12 years younger. Ronnie
was physically and mentally handicapped, was confined to a wheelchair and bed
all his 49 vears, He was cared by his parents during his lifetime in the family
home.

Lois Joan (pronounced Jo Ann) was the name on her birth certificate, but all the
family and relatives called her Jo Ann. She grew up in Ponca City and
graduated from Ponca High School in 1951, As a young child she was not happy
with her given first and middle names. In the second grade she asked her friends
to give her a new name. Jody was the name she chose. From that day forward
Jody, to all her school friends and teachers, was her first name. She never legally
changed her name, never bothered to do that. To this day her family still call her
Joan.

She was well liked by her classmates, outgoing, friendly and caring. Jody liked
school, was a good student, and had fun as a cheerleader, too. She had a warm.
outgoing personality and joined many academic clubs. She was a homecoming
queen and a class officer.

After high school she enrolled in Central State College, in Edmond, Ok, and
completed one year. She did well in college, was elected the Secretary of the
Freshman Class, and intended to get a degree. However, as she was aboul to
start her second year, her high school boyfriend asked her to marry him. She
could not say no.
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Jody Focht

1951 to 1977

Jody was married June 1, 1952, when she was 19 to Chuck Focht, who was 20.
He was atlending Oklahoma State University in Tulsa on a ROTC Scholarship.
Jody and Chuck lived in Ponca City as Chuck and some friends commuted to
OSL daily. Their first child, a daughter named Linda Kayrn Focht was born
March 10, 1953, They had a son. Steven, born March 2, 1956 in Germany, After
Chuck’s graduation he became a 2" Lieutenant in the U.S. Army. He retired as a
Lt. Colonel in 1977.

Jody lived in many parts of the U.S, Germany and Panama. While her hushand
served in the Army in Korea and Viet Nam she returned, with her children, to
live and work in Ponca City. She worked as a secretary and an office manager in
a variety of businesses,

In 1977 she and her husband moved 1o Hawaii when Chuck was transferred to
Hawaii to work at Fort Shafter in Honolulu. Jody was hired as a new Executive
Director of the Consulting Engineers Council of Hawaii, an organization that
represented the business interests of over 50 consulting engineering firms.

In 1979 her son was killed in a motoreyele accident in Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
While his buddies were taking his ashes up to the top of the Grand Tetons, Jody
led a funeral service for him on the valley below.

Daughter Linda, Jody and Son, Steven
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