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__Heart of a Healer

Hands of a stonemason. Researcher Alan Solomon, MD enjoys stonemasonry in h

ou might find him out on his property

at home, moving and placing heavy

stones, crafting them into walls and
paths, and gardening. From this view
you see hands that are capable and
experienced—and not alraid of dirt
and grime. The stantling blue eyes

are keen on the work in progress.

He could be any Southern gentleman,
even a laborer, enjoying the outdoars

and time spent with nature’ elements.

Luckily for all of us, he’s more than
that. And for the past 40 years, he
has served as head of the Human

Immunology and Cancer/Alzheimer’s

Disease and Amyloid-Related Disorders
Research Program at the University
ol Tennessee Graduate School of

Medicine.

Farty years.. half of a lifetime. Alan
Solomon, MD, has given most ol his
adult life as a physician and medical
researcher in pursuit of answers 1o
cancer and other devastating diseases,
He came 1o UT in 1966, lured by

the freedom in research at that time,
the newness of the then-named UT
Memorial Research Center and

Hospital, and the beauty of the area.

NORTH AND SOUTH

A native New Yorker, Solomon grew
up there and finished undergraduate
studies at Bucknell University in
Pennsylvania. He enjoyed a taste of
the South in medical school ar Duke
University in Morth Carolina, from
which he graduated in 1957, Tt was at

Duke where he faced a fork in the road

“When | was in medical school,

some of the most inspiring teachers
were what’s called clinical investigators.
They were physicians who took care

of patients and also did laboratory

research. Seeing their excitement in






