puzzle of Amyloidosis (enlarged tongue).
With early diagnosis, Amyloidosis can be treated.
For more information call toll free 866-404-7539,

DIAGNOSIS

The diagnosis of amyloidosis is made by a tissue
biopsy that is treated with a special stain, Congo
red and examined under polarized light
microscopically. There are other non invasive tests
available such as the Serum FLC Assay Test
Further testing is required fo determine the amyloid
type. The physician will first determine if the
amyloid is of the most common AL type by
checking for an abnormality of plasma cells in
the bone marrow or light chains in the blood
and urine. To determine other types more
sophisticated pathology or genetic testing is
required. Attendance at a center of excellence is
helpful to receive the proper diagnosis and
treatment.

TREATMENT OPTIONS

Treatment depends on which type of amyloid
protein is present in the body, where it is being
deposited, and how it is affecting organ(s). It may
range from pills, to injected chemotherapy, to stem
cell transplants. Clinical trials are available to
patients for some types. On other occasions, organ
transplants are performed.
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AMYLOIDOSIS SUPPORT
GROUPS INC.
501 (C) 3 Non Profit Corporation

This organization has been formed for the purpose of
starting Amyloidosis Support Groups where needed,

+ to have all Amyloidosis Support Groups be self
sustaining through donations {general, memaorial,
note cards, and others)

« to fund and maintain libraries of educational
materials for all support groups

= to fund group projects that will help in spreading
awareness and fundraising for research

= to purchase awareness items such as pins,
wristbands and other similar items for
meetings, memorials and fundraisers

= to help finance the annual educational retreat for
training new and current group leaders and
facilitators.

« to maintain 24/7 Toll Free Hot Line

* to co-sponsor fundraisers for amyloidosis
research, as approved by the Board of
Directors

Muriel Finkel, President

Amyloidosis Support Groups
232 Orchard Drive,
Wood Dale, IL 60191

For information on note cards, polo shirts, pins,
wristbands and other awareness items that
help raise funds for the support groups and
their endeavors, while spreading awareness,

go to:
www.amyloidosissupport.com

or call toll free USA B66-404-7539 (24/7)
Cell: 708 987-7711

AMYLOIDOSIS

Amyloidosis
(pronounced am-i-loid'-osis)
is an organ system disease

caused by deposits of
amyloid protein fibrils in
one or more organs
causing the organ to
malfunction.

The heart, kidneys, nervous
system and gastrointestinal tract
are most often affected.
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The support we provide includes face-to-face
support groups, education, awareness help and
information resources from the medical community
involved in the research and treatment of
Amyloidosis.

Support group meetings are held in California,
Texas, Arizona, Florida, Colorado, lllinois,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Michigan,

Minnesota, Nevada, Oregon, New York, Maryland,
and others.

Our website has extensive information and links to
other websites providing further information:

www.amyloidosissupport.com
Toll Free 866-404-7539







